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‘Of course words are magic! That’s why they call it spelling.’
        - Brian Holguin

We are teaching spelling as a problem-solving process; a mission to remember spellings for life. The purpose and function of this task is for the children to see how words can be linked when they have the same sound and spelling. 

For two weeks prior to this becoming an activity for the children, the teacher will spend time introducing fifteen words, which will be the vehicle to demonstrate sound and spelling patterns.
If I can spell ‘know’, I can also spell… knit, knight, knowledge etc.
If I can spell ‘meet’, I can also spell… sleet, sleep, creep, feet etc.

To aid transition to long term memory, your child will take part in a spelling quiz on a Friday (once a fortnight). 
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Description automatically generated]For each spelling list, your child will have explored these in class and identified the tricky parts within each word. In addition to this, they have successfully recognised the tricky part in other common words: 

This is your child’s journal, where they can use the double page spread that the list is stuck on to explore their spelling words, by identifying the tricky parts and recalling other words that have the same phoneme focus. They will complete the quiz at the back of it.
Please encourage your child to be ‘brave spellers’ and it is okay if they make mistakes. Use this as a way they can improve, with practice, and commit correct spellings to their long-term memory.
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Description automatically generated]Below, there are some multi-sensory ways, which your child can try, so the vocabulary and their spellings become ‘stuck’ in their knowledge:
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Use each word in a silly sentence. The silier the sentence, themore | | Play hangman with a partner,
memorable. Underline the spelling word in each sentence. using your words.

Write a sentence or short paragraph that contains every single one Make up a code for your

of your words. words eg. A=1, B=2 and so
on. See if someone else can
crack your code.

Write each word and incorporate it into a silly picture. For example,

if one of the words is ‘thumb’ draw a hand with the word itself

tead of the thumb.
instead ofthe thum Play charades with the words.

- | When each one is guessed,
Make a mini-dictionary. Sort the words into alphabetical order then spell it
write them out with a definition next to each one. For a challenge,
seef you can also say whether each word is a noun, verb, adjective

fe Make a word search with

your words and list them

Paint your words onto paper, write them in water with a big brush undemeath.

onto the outside wall of the house, or write them on the ground
with coloured chalks.
Write out the letters in the

words with different coloured
Ask your helper to write your words as anagrams (mixing Up the | | feit-tips or pencil crayons.

letters) Can you work out which one is which?

Write out the words on the computer. Use different fonts and different colours for the different letters. ‘
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Provide different media for children to write and
make marks with e.g. paint and paintbrushes,
chunky markers on large paper, chalk on the
pavement or patio, dry-wipe markers on the
mirror or using fingers in shaving foam, or custard.
You could also encourage children to explore
making marks on a computer or tablet device.

Have flashcards, letter
tiles or similar items
around for children to
use to spell out words.

Have a dictionary to hand for looking up
unfamiliar words

Narrow down long lists and focus on 4 to 5 at
a time.

Games Shout out

Use physical activity -
for each letter of the
word get children to
do a star jump, walk
up or down a step,
touch their toes etc.
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